DRAFT AGENDA FOR THE 30TH SESSION OF THE WORKING PARTY ON

BIOTECHNOLOGY (WPB)
To be held at the OECD Headquarters

2 rue André-Pascal, 75016 Paris

on 7-8 June 2012, starting at 09.30
THURSDAY, 7 JUNE 2012
9:30-11:00

1. Opening remarks by the Chairman and the Secretariat

2. Adoption of the Draft Agenda 

3. Approval of the Summary Record of the 29th Session of

the WPB

4. Statement by the Secretariat

The Secretariat will present an update on activities of

interest to the Working Party.

Action required: Delegates are invited to note and

comment upon the presentation.

5. Report on the meeting of the 100th Session of the

Committee for Scientific and Technological Policy

(CSTP) and the CSTP Programme of Work and

Budget (PWB) process for 2013-2014

The Secretariat will report on the 100th Session of the

CSTP, notably on topics relevant to the preparation of the

next PWB.

Action required: Delegates are invited to note and

comment upon the presentation.
6. Thematic Session

 Tour de table on national bioeconomy strategies

introduced around the world after the OECD

Report entitled “The Bioeconomy to 2030”

(2009)

The Chair will introduce Dr. Keith R. Yamamoto, Vice-

Chancellor for Research and Executive Vice- Dean,

School of Medicine, University of California at San

Francisco, and ask him to make a presentation on the US

‘National Bioeconomy Blueprint’ and other recent

bioeconomy-related initiatives in the United States. The

Chair will also ask a speaker from the EU(TBC) to make a

presentation on the EU Communication ‘Innovating for

Sustainable Growth: A Bioeconomy for Europe’.

Action required: The Chair will ask delegates to

participate in a tour de table on the development of

bioeconomy strategies in OECD member, partner and

observer countries, and to discuss potential implications

for work in the next PWB.
COFFEE BREAK – 11.00-11.30
Closed Session on the Accession process – OECD member country delegates only (including the EU)
7. Accession Process for the Russian Federation

The Secretariat will make a presentation on its second

technical assessment mission to the Russian Federation,

undertaken on 17-19 October 2011. This presentation will

cover adherence by the Russian Federation to three OECD

instruments: the Council Recommendation on Quality

Assurance in Molecular Genetic Testing; the Council

Recommendation on Human Biobanks and Genetic

Research Databases and the Best Practice Guidelines on

Biological Resource Centres – Biosecurity. [Note: The

paper accompanying this presentation covers additional

OECD instruments relevant to the WPB; these additional

instruments were the focus of the WPB’s accession

discussions with the Russian Federation in February 2010].
7a. Discussions with the Russian Federation

[Delegates from the Russian Federation will be

invited to participate in the second and third agenda items

below.]

1. WPB member country delegates and delegates

from the EU will agree key issues for

discussion.

2. The Russian Federation will provide a brief

overview of how they deal with the relevant

WPB instruments and best practices in their

country.

3. Discussion of key issues related to the

implementation of these instruments.

4. A brief discussion amongst member country

delegates and the EU on follow-up.

Action required: Delegates to the WPB are invited to take

note of the Russian Federation’s positions with regard to

four OECD legal instruments as well as the Best Practice

Guidelines on Biological Resource Centres and to adopt a

technical opinion regarding accession by the Russian

Federation to the OECD, to be transmitted to CSTP

following that discussion and based upon adoption and

implementation of the relevant instruments and the

Guidelines.
LUNCH BREAK – 13.00-14.30
14:30-16:00

8. Presentation on the proposed Global Forum on

Biotechnology: The Evolving Promise of the Life Sciences,

scheduled provisionally for 12 November 2012.

The Chair will ask Dr. Steve Sturdy from the University of

Edinburgh/The Genomics Forum (UK) to make a

presentation on the proposed Global Forum in

Biotechnology, scheduled provisionally for 12 November2012.

Action required: Delegates are invited to note, comment

upon and agree to the Global Forum on the proposed date.

9. Marine Biotechnology (Intermediate Output 3.5)

The Secretariat will present an update on work to date in

marine biotechnology, including development of a draft

analytical report and a summary of the Global Forum on

Biotechnology on Marine biotechnology held in Vancouver,

Canada on 30-31 May 2012

Action required: Delegates are invited to note and discuss

the work to date and comment on the draft analytical report.

10. Environmental Biotechnology (Intermediate Output 1.3)

The Secretariat will present activities in Environmental

Biotechnology, including the revised version of the policy

report based on the workshop held in Rimini, Italy, in

September 2010; and a draft report outlining issues and

possible future work options in the field of bioplastics.

Action required: Delegates are invited to agree to the revised

Rimini report’s forwarding to the CSTP for declassification;

to note and discuss the draft report on bioplastics; and to

agree specific ways to take work on environmental

technology forward in the next PWB.

COFFEE BREAK – 16.00-16.30
16:30.18:00

11. Innovation in Biomedicine and Health Technology

a. Genomics and Global Public Health (Intermediate

Output 2.3)

The Secretariat will present an update on work to date,

including the summary of a project steering group meeting

held on 6 June 2012.

Action required: Delegates are invited to note and discuss

the plan of work.

b. Alzheimer’s disease and dementia project

(Intermediate Output 2.4)

The Secretariat will present an update on work to date,

including a draft summary of the meeting held on 14

November 2011 and the development of a draft analytical

report.

Action required: Delegates are invited to discuss and

comment on the reports presented.

c. Innovative Governance in Biomedicine and Health

(Intermediate Output 2.1)

The Secretariat will present an issues paper which proposes

work in the area of Biomarkers and Innovative Governance.

Action required: WPB delegates are invited to discuss the

report presented and suggest contributions in the form of

case studies of innovative governance.
COCKTAIL - 18:00 – 20:00 – Salle Marshall - Château
FRIDAY 8 JUNE 2012
9:30-11:00

12.Converging Technologies: Synthetic Biology/HUGO

(Intermediate Outputs 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3)

The Secretariat will present an update on the HUGO/OECD

meeting held on 12-13 March 2012 in Sydney, Australia. The

Secretariat will also update delegates on other ongoing work

in synthetic biology and in converging technologies.

Action required: delegates are invited to note and discuss

progress in synthetic biology and comment on planned work.

13.Report of the Task Force on Industrial Biotechnology

(Intermediate Outputs 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3)

The Chair of the TFIB (Mr. Peter Schintlmeister, Austria)

will report on the 20th meeting of the task force, held 6 June

2012. This report will include a discussion of current work

and potential TFIB projects during the next PWB, including

work associated with biomass and a potential workshop to

be hosted in Brazil.

Action required: Delegates are invited to note and discuss
COFFEE BREAK – 11:00-11:30
11:30-13:00

14. Programme of Work and Budget 2013-2014 - Working

Party on Biotechnology

The Secretariat will present its suggestions for work within

the 2013-14 PWB based on the priorities of the WPB and the

CSTP, and on the need for greater collaboration with the

other working parties of the CSTP. The Chair will initiate a

discussion on major research issues and priorities for future

work.

Action required: Delegates are invited to comment and

make suggestions concerning future work priorities for the

2013-2014 PWB.
LUNCH BREAK – 13.00-14.30
14:30-17:00

15. Update from the Working Party on Nanotechnology

(WPN)

The Secretariat will present an update on the work of the

WPN. This will include work under the current PWB and

will also include areas of potential synergy and cooperation

with the WPB under the 2013-2014 PWB, including work on

health and on measuring the impact of converging

technology on green growth.

Action required: Delegates are invited to note, discuss and

comment upon the work of the WPN.

16. Update from the Working Party of National Experts on

Science and Technology Indicators (NESTI)

The Secretariat will present an update on NESTI activities,

including current work on statistics covering converging

technologies. The Secretariat will also discuss future work

areas of potential cooperation under the 2013-2014 PWB.

Action required: Delegates are invited to note, discuss and

comment upon the work of NESTI.

17. Update from the Global Science Forum (GSF)

The Secretariat will present an update on the activities of the

Global Science Forum (GSF), including its recent work on

the Draft Recommendation of the OECD Council

Recommendation on the Governance of Clinical Trials.

Action required: Delegates are invited to note, discuss and

comment upon the work of the GSF.

18. Next WPB meetings

The Secretariat will propose that the 31st Session of the WPB

is held on 12-14 November 2012 (with 12 November

scheduled for the Global Forum on Biotechnology meeting),

and that the 32nd Session is held on 10-12 June 2013.

Action required: Delegates are invited to agree on these

dates for future WPB meetings.

19.Any other business
